Ulrich Windfuhr

Biography - short

Ulrich Windfuhr studied conducting in Cologne, Vienna and Florence and attended various masterclasses directed by Franco Ferrara, Carlo Maria Giulini, Gennadi Roshdestvensky and Leonard Bernstein.

1985 he was prizewinner at the International Conducting Contest Vittorio Gui followed 1986, by the International Conducting Contest Janos Ferencic in Budapest.

1986 he joined the Theatre Dortmund as Solo Pianist/Accompanist and Assistant Conductor, 1989 he became Assistant Conductor and Head Accompanist in Augsburg, 1990 he was first Kapellmeister at the "Staatstheater Nürnberg" and worked with the "Niedersächsische Staatstheater Hannover" as first Kapellmeister in 1993. 1995 he was appointed Deputy Head Conductor at the "Badische Staatstheater Karlsruhe", a year later he acted as Provisional Music Director.

Between 1998 and 2003 he was General Music Director in Kiel. There he acquired international attention with productions such as "Die schweigsame Frau", and "Die Liebe der Danae" (Richard Strauss), a cycle of Franz Schreker Operas and "Ring des Nibelungen" by Richard Wagner.

He conducted numerous concerts in Germany, Switzerland, Hungary, Italy, The Netherland and the USA...; He was also guest conductor at renowned German Theatres such as the "Deutsche Oper Düsseldorf - Duisburg", the "Theater Bonn", the "Nationaltheater Mannheim" and the "Deutsche Oper Berlin".

For CPO Windfuhr recorded "Flammen", "Das Spielwerk und die Prinzessin" and "Christopherus" (Franz Schreker) as well as "Donna Diana" by Emil Nikolaus von Reznicek and "Die Liebe der Danae" by Richard Strauss. Further recordings with the "Holland Symfonia" are in preparation. He has also performed in broadcasting for NDR, WDR, DLF, ZDF and others. 2002 he was nominated Conductor of the year by "Opernwelt"; 2003 he received not only the Diapason d'Or and the Choc de la musique for his recording of "Das Spielwerk und die Prinzessin" but also the German Grammaphone critics prize. In quick succession he received the Orphee d'Or for the recording of "Die Liebe der Danae" in 2005.

2007 Ulrich Windfuhr was offered the chair of conducting at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater "Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy" Leipzig.
In autumn 2013 Ulrich Windfuhr takes over the Chair of Conducting and Orchestral Conducting at the University of Music and Theatre in Hamburg, among other duties Ulrich Windfuhr will be constantly working with the Hamburg Symphony Orchestra.

In the years 2013-2021 Ulrich Windfuhr was director of master classes in numerous national and international music centers:

Several times at the Conservatory of Music Shanghai, Central Conservatory Beijing, China Conservatory Beijing, University of Music ZHDK Zurich, International Mendelssohn Festival Hamburg and Gstaad International Conducting Academy.

Guest invitations led him to:

Shanghai, Qingdao, Ningbo, Guiyang, Beijing, Harbin, Shenzhen, Nanjing, Zhongshan in China-Gwangjiu and Jinju as director of the international music festival in South Korea, Pescara, Chieti, LˋAquila, Roma, Lanciano and numerous other German and European locations.

In 2016 and 2017 Ulrich Windfuhr was chief conductor of the Abruzzo Orchestra with its headquarters in Lˋ Aquila.

His students have won numerous international competitions such as:

London Donatella Flick

Salzburg Nestlé

Besancon

Copenhagen Malko

Bucharest

Warsaw

Helsinki Jorma Panula

Frankfurt Sir Georg Solti
